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Controversy Over [IM-C
Director’s Appointment

No official!circular even after 24 hours of announcement in board meeting

SREERADHADBASU

MUMBAI 3

IM-Calcutta { board of governors
Chairman Ajit Balakrishnan said at
a board meeting on Thursday that

Saibal Chattopadhyay, a former dean,

will be the new director of the institute

after Prof Shekhar Chaudhuri com-

pletes his extension.

Though Balakrishnan is said fo have
made the announcement, no official cir-
cular orletters have been received by any-
body till almost 24 hours later.

Also, one of the aspirants for the post,
AmbujMahanti, aformer dean of thein-
stitute, has filed a writ petition jn Cal-
cutta High Court against the Govern-
mentof India’sselection process for post
of IIMC director::

This was filed on February 27 and
heard and accepted on March 1 at the
court of Justice Debashis Kar Gupta.
The court has directed that if the insti-
tute appoints a new director before the
case isdealt with, it should only beacon-

ditional appointment, .

Earlier, the advertisement seeking ap-
plications for the post of TIMC director
had stated that the appointment was to
be for a period of five years, or 65 vears of
age, whichever is earlier. An additional
clause said that preferably the age
should be below 60. However, no cut-off
agewasmentioned.

Mahanti’s petition says that this prefer-
ential clause has been used as an elimi-

Ambuj Mahanti, a former

dean and an aspirant, files

writ petition; Anup Sinha's

., rejection adds to row

m
hatory clause for rejecting applications,
ignoring merits of other candidates. In
HTs, the superannuation age for direc-
tors is 70, whereas both the IITs and the
[IMs follow the same pay commission
rules in terms of rank and pay. _

While Mahanti had applied in his indi-
vidual capaci-
ty, controversy
also surrounds

the rejection of -

candidature of

P4

Prof Anup Sinha, whose name was one
of the three suggested by the faculty to
the search committee with the maxi-
mum number of votes toboot.

Senior sources oh the campus agree
that while Chattopadhyay is a strong
contender, Sinha is equally so. Theyadd- .
ed that he and Balakrishnan don't agree
on this. Sinha toois around 61.

While Sinha’s name was put up to the
four-member search committee com-
prising Ajit Balakrishnan; KV Kamath,
chairman, Infosys; AK Shiva Kumar,
member, Naticnal Advisory Counciland
MHRD secretary Ashok Thakur, it was
not shortlisted. Saibal Chattopadhyay
and Anindya Sen, current dean (aca-
demic), were the other two whose names
were suggested by the IM-C faculty and
were added to the shortlist,

When contacted, Chattopadhyay de-
clined to comment.

Chattopadhyay, a professor in the oper-

. ations management group at IM-C, has

aPhD (Statistics) from the University of
Connecticut, Storrs, USA. He has also
servedasavisiting faculty in several for-
eigninstitytes, including the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln and University of
Connecticut.
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Now, accreditation must for higher educational institutions

Aom TaNDoNTNS

New DeLsi, MARCH 1

All higher educational institu-
Aions — central and state uni-
versities to deemed universi-
ties and colleges — will now
have to seek accreditation
under law in the country.

.In a decision aimed at
improving the quality of edy-

cation in India, the Universi--

ty Grants Commission (UGC)
has notified new regulations
making it compulsory for all
imstitutions imparting higher
education {expect technical
colleges which the All-India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion will cover) to apply for

accreditation within a penod

of six months to the accredi- -

tation agencies namely the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council, the
Naticnal Board of Accredita-
tion, and the National Accred-
itation Board currently recog-
nised by the UGC,

Neotified in the gazette on
January 19, the regulations
make it incumbent on institu-
tions, both government and
private, to apply for accredi-
tation by July 19 this year to
accreditation agencies.

All institutions which have
been in existence for six years
or from where two batches of
students have passed out

WHO IS COVERED

1 Al universities established by Acts
of Parllament or state legislature

0 Al institutions (except technical) declared
as deemed varsities by the UGC

R All colleges (except tachnical} Including autonomous oolleges
PENALTIES

1 Derecognition as a deemed university

1 Withholding of grants

R Cedlaring faulting institution as ineligible for grarts under UGC schemes

(whichever is earlier) will need

out of two batches apply for
to seek accreditation within

accreditation.

this stipulated time. Those that
haven’t yet completed these
criteria must apply within six
months of completing six
years of operation or passing

No new institution will be
allowed to operate unless it
has sought assessment and
accreditation certificate from
the accreditation agency.

Called uGC Mandatory
Assessment and Accreditation
of Higher Educational Institu-
tions Regulations, the new noti-
fication seeks to ensure that
students can make informed
choices about academic cours-
€s, institutions can raise quali-
ty and seek international recog-
nition for which benchmarking
is necessary. Hitherto, accredi-
tation is voluntary in India and
less than 10 per cent of all insti-
tutions are accredited.

The regulations will be
applicable to all 44 central
universities! around 300 state
universities and over 33,000
colleges of which 6,000 are
UGC funded.
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